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name of philosophy. In early times all such questions are answered almost as soon as they are asked. A primitive people cannot brook the Agnostic attitude; they must have an answer, and there are no rules of logic to limit their methods ; hence they leap at anything, however absurd, that offers some escape from the unpleasant hesitation and confession of ignorance that are forced upon a more educated intellect. Mythologies spring up in company with grotesque systems of physics and metaphysics, which, however little they may have in common with truth, and however far they may be from possibility of verification, at all events relieve that suspense which is so intolerable an attitude to the undisciplined mind.
It thus comes about that civilization receives from the past, not only an immense number of philosophical problems, but a more than corresponding number of solutions. Now, putting aside the question as to whether many of these problems are or are not soluble, it is certain that the early solutions presented are erroneous, or even meaningless. A first result of scientific training, therefore, is the acquisition of a position of Agnosticism or scepticism. Just as, in the ordinary affairs of life, the untrained mind can with difficulty be restrained from injudicious meddling; just as, in many of the more difficult situations of practical life, it requires a far higher knowledge and mental calibre to remain still and to do nothing than to do something, when action is more likely to bring evil consequences than good; so, in the philosophical sphere, the conscious recognition of impotence to deal with some problem implies and requires a far higher mental development than the prompt adoption of one or other of the many solutions commonly proposed from several sides. Hence it is that with enlightenment comes a great contraction of the sphere of problems to which answers are given. There is an ever-increasing differentiation between the problems of science and the problems outside science. Formerly all such problems received solutions, and they were